Intermediate Microeconomics: Semester Project Stages

Formatting and Style

Refer to the sample paper on the website for a description of the formatting, language style, and content of each section of the paper. I will reject submissions that do not conform to formatting, style, and content guidelines.

Stage 1

Submit the title page and abstract sections of the paper. The abstract should clearly and concisely describe the problem you are undertaking. Clearly identify: (1) the objective of the optimization, and (2) the variables the agent influences in an attempt to attain optimization.

You may select a topic from any field. Given your backgrounds as economics majors, most of you will likely choose topics from microeconomics, macroeconomics, or game theory. However, you are free to choose topics from external disciplines (e.g. sports, marketing, psychology, consumer behavior).

Stage 2

Submit the title page, abstract, background, and model sections of the paper. In the background, explain why the problem should be of interest to the reader. Identify any simplifying assumptions. In the model section, translate your problem into a mathematical model. Clearly identify choice variables, outcome variable(s), and parameters.

Stage 3

Submit the title page, abstract, background, model, and solution. In the solution section, solve the mathematical model and translate the solution into English. Clearly identify salient implications of your solution. Where appropriate (and of interest to the reader), relax simplifying assumptions and show how (if at all) your solution changes.

Stage 4

Submit the complete paper: title page, abstract, introduction, model, and solution, and conclusion. In the conclusion section, interpret your solution in a manner that is understandable to a non-economist, but take care not to extend your interpretation beyond the confines of your model.

Due dates

Refer to the website for due dates. You may submit a given stage prior to the due date. I will comment on your submission and you may resubmit, prior to the due date, at no penalty. I will not comment on anything submitted after the blackout date.

Missing a stage’s due date reduces your maximum attainable grade for the project by 10%. Do not consider a stage complete until you receive confirmation from me that what you submitted meets the requirements for the stage.

