
Less than HS Education (1984-2004)
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Increases in the minimum wage are associated with increased 
unemployment for workers without high school diplomas.
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Source: Statistical Abstract of the United States, and Bureau of Labor Statistics

1998 through and 2000 were atypical years wherein unemployment for all 
workers was at a record low. Removing these atypical years from the data 
set further strengthens the apparent relationship between the minimum 
wage and unemployment.



HS Education (1984-2004)
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Increases in the minimum wage are associated with increased 
unemployment rate for workers with only high school diplomas.
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1999 and 2000 were atypical years wherein unemployment for all workers 
was at a record low. Removing these atypical years from the data set 
further strengthens the apparent relationship between the minimum wage 
and unemployment.



College Education (1984-2004)
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Increases in the minimum wage are not associated with changes in 
unemployment for workers with college educations.

Conclusion: Increasing the minimum wage increases unemployment, but 
only among lesser educated workers.



Unemployment for Teenagers Relative to Adults (1964-2004)
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Unemployment for Blacks Relative to Whites (1972-2005)
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