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Source: Statistical Abstract of the United States, 2003 (Table 725), 1996 (Table 759) 1995 (Table 775).

The price of gas rose nine-fold from 1967 through 2007.
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics (via www.economy.com).

Per-capita income has risen more than eleven-fold from 1967 through 2007.
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics (via www.economy.com).

For gas today to be as expensive as it was in 1967, gas would have to 
cost more than $3.45 per gallon.

For gas today to be as expensive as it was in 1981, gas would have to 
cost $4.20 per gallon.
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Since the late 1960’s, gas mileage attained 
by US cars has increased more than 30%.



30 

40 

50 

60 

Seconds of Work to Purchase Enough Gas to Travel One Mile
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What ultimately matters is how long one has to work to buy enough 
gas to travel a mile. Even at $3.80 per gallon, the cost of gasoline-
powered travel is 20% less than it was in 1981.


