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Source: National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

The number of traffic fatalities has risen from 13,000 

per year in 1921 to 34,000 per year in 2009.

But, that is to be expected since there are both more 

drivers and drivers are driving more miles.

The measure we should examine is traffic fatalities per 

vehicle miles travelled.
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Since 1921, the number of traffic fatalities per vehicle 

mile travelled has declined 3% annually, on average.

Source: National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
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Since 1921, the number of traffic fatalities per vehicle 

mile travelled has declined 3% annually, on average.

Source: National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, Century Council
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Traffic Fatalities DUI Driver Impaired Traffic Fatalities

The number of traffic fatalities due to 

drunk drivers has fallen 50% since 1982.


